
My First Britannica®

An Engaging 13-Volume Thematic Reference Set for Grades 2-5

Encyclopædia Britannica presents an exciting new reference set for children.

My First Britannica captures the imaginations of young children with engag-

ing photography, artwork, and information on the topics they love. Topics

are geared to school subjects, including space, technology, people, the arts,

countries of the world, plants, and animals.

My First Britannica is a fascinating set that brings children the world, past

and present, and the universe beyond.

■ More than 800 color photographs and illustrations.

■ More than 525 superbly written articles that capture a child’s imagination.

■ Special features that provide fun facts and activities for better retention and 
enjoyment.

■ Comprehensive Reference Guide and Index with maps, flags, and glossary 
help children learn the basics of research.

■ Quality binding and packaging provide lasting value.
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Answer: If people continue to cut down the bamboo forests, then

giant pandas will starve and die out. They simply couldn’t adjust

to a life without bamboo. ★

�

In the wild, 

giant pandas 

get most of 

their food from

bamboo plants. 

What will happen if

people in China keep

cutting down the

bamboo forests?

SE
AR

CH LIGHT

DID YOU KNOW?

Many people call the panda a ‘panda

bear’, b
ut for a long time scientists

weren’t sure if it
 really w

as a bear.

Today, in
 spite of some non-bear

traits, the panda is usually c
lassified

in the bear family.

Whenyou think of pandas, you probably picture a bigcuddly

black-and-white bear. But there are actually two kinds of panda: the

giant panda and the lesser panda. The giant panda is the familiar

black-and-white animal, which is found mostly in the forests of China

andTibet. The lesser panda looks rather like a raccoon.

The giant panda grows toabout 1.5 metres long and 100 kilos. Its

favourite food is bamboo, and it eats almost nothing else. It needs to

consume large quantities of bamboo to get the nourishment that its

body needs, so it spends about 10 to 12 hours a day eating. Captive

pandas, like those found in zoos,

have a broader diet. In addition to

bamboo, they may eat cereals, milk ,

and gardenvegetables.

The lesser panda is smaller and

has richreddishbrown fur on its

back and black fur on its belly. It has

a bushy ringedtail that makes it look

a little like a raccoon. The lesser

panda is sometimes calleda ‘cat

bear’ or ‘red bear cat’. It’s found in China, as well as inthe South

Asiancountries of Myanmar, Nepal, and India. Like its giant cousin,

the lesser panda alsoeats bamboo. But it alsoeats grasses, fruits,

other plant material, and, sometimes, small animals.

Giant pandas are endangeredanimals. Their natural habitat keeps

shrinking eachyear. But manycountries are trying to help China

preserve its bamboo forests so that pandas have a place tolive. People

are alsoworking to increase the number of pandas bybreeding them

in zoos.

LEARN MORE! READ THESE ARTICLES…

BAMBOO (VOLUME 10) • CHINA (VOLUME 7) • KOALAS (VOLUME 12)

Cuddly Exotic
Bears

Lesser panda. 

© Keren Su/Corbis

There are probably only about 1,000 giant pandas left

in the wild. Another 100 or so live in zoos.

© Keren Su/Corbis
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COLORFUL PHOTOGRAPHY
Specially commissioned artwork
and photography instantly capture
a child’s attention.

SUBJECT CATEGORY
Each article covers a different topic,
relating to the theme of the volume.

ARTICLE 
The standard length of each 
article is 250 words — ideal for
this age group.

ARTICLE TITLE
A variety of article types expose
children to essays, biographies, 
and stories.

“DID YOU KNOW?”
Fun facts related to topics 
provide additional information.

CROSS REFERENCES
Readers are pointed to related 
topics, encouraging further research.

BOLD-FACED WORDS 
Bold-faced words indicate a glossary
entry. A glossary is located at the back of
each volume, and Volume 13 contains a
comprehensive glossary.

My First Britannica®

Build the Foundation for a Life-long Journey of Learning

“SEARCH LIGHT” ACTIVIT Y
Comprehension items check a
child’s understanding of the article.
Answers are provided in an 
inverted color-coded box.

Contact Encyclopædia Britannica Today
Phone: (800) 621-3900
Fax: (800) 344-9624
Web: www.eb.com
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